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NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO ONE AND ALL

Annual General Meetina

This went very smoothly and speediiy, so quickiy in
fact that our visitors from Stoney Stratford who were
interested in seeing how we run our AGM, missed
it. However they arrived in time for the party and we
were very pleased to see them.

The Officers for 2003

Chair -~ George Lawson
Secretary. - Margaret Brown
Treasurer - Len Buckingham

Committee Members
Audrey Bunn, John Cundell, Valerie Jeffers, Rich-

ard Keighley, Una Pengelly. Diana Phelos and Joan
Siow.

Pubilicity and Promdtion

It was agreed that we should use the leaflet pro-
duced with the help of Margaret's son Julian for

puiiicity and recruitment. We shall try to acquire 2

trophy to be awarded to the winner of an annual
Club tournament.

2003 Season

As Easter is late this year we shall probably open
the season a couple of weeks before,

weather permitting. Details after the new committee
have met.

AGM Footnote

Margaret promises not to demonstrate her aerobat-
ics skills at the party next year. Four weeks after
the accident when her arms were beginning to feel
more comfortable, the surgeons decided they'd
have to do a better job and re-operated (on Decem-
ber 19”‘). We hope that the worst will be over when
the plasters, wires etc. are removed on January

30", Being Margaret however non of this stopped

her typing this copy for this newsletter.

COMMITTEE NOTICE

NEWS OF MATCHES

MEMBERS NEWS

Committee members are asked to
note that the first meeting is

Thursday, 27" Feb. at 7.30pm.

It will be held at Len and Eve
Buckingham's home 2, St. Mary’
Glebe, Eddlesborough.
Telephone: 221079.

Perhaps folk could arrange to
share cars with someone who
knows the way or who needs a lift?

George played in the FINAL of the Grassroots
Competition and won 4 matches of 7 in the first
round, so missing the semi-finals.

Much to her surprise, Margaret who went along. to
watch, found herself playing as a substitute for the
Ilckworth contingent who failed to turn up. She fin-
ished in the top 10 — well done!

George was just pipped into the last 4 by Saran
Martin from Ashby-de-la-Zouch. Representatives

Special congratulations to
Club Member Tom Miller,
awarded an OBE in the
New Year Honours List.
This was for his services
to the food industry

Erica and John have &
new grand son, Rhys.

Margaret and Tony have

from seven clubs tock part in what turned out to be a new grandson, named
a good day. Thank you George for representmg us Alexander.

and doing so well.
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The Membership Fee for the new season is u‘nchanged at £45.
Please send cheques made payable to L.L. Croquet Club
to The Secretary at 40, Miles Ave., L.eighton Buzzard LU7 3LG




Tournament Trauma Part |

N,

In September 2002 the Fast Anglia Croquet Federa-
tion organised a Golf Croquet Singles Competition
at Ickworth House. This is the simple two pert tale
of a innocent bystander tricked into taking port.

It would be wrong to name names but if we were playing
Happy Families then the Baker's daughter would be
pretly high up the role call of the guilty.

YU RNoW how 1S,

A typical Sunday pm i Pages Park. The meiry sound of
mallet on ball or ankie. The happy ring of ball hitting
metlal having failed 1o run the hoon. The torpid heat of the
afternoon reinforced by the residual heat from the still
smoldering cars and the gentle swish of BMX fyres ori

the | ewy sown lgwn seed, g

Offers Worih Refusmg

"Would yt‘:u !ike to Go to the Tast Anglian Singles Compe-

tition at ickworth?®” Concenirating on 4,
lining yoursalf up for the shot of the ¥/
century - vou offer z muttered affirm- % |
ative - you play - and realise that you
need to wait for another century.

Weeks later the horrific truth dawns.

What you imagined viould be a gen-
tie afternoon, sun shining iovingly
down on the stately nile benind you
as you watch the committed steiking
theii bails, turns into- your worst
nightmare. You are not watshing -
vou are COMPETING

Still - the Club Members de rally round. They find you
mallets - they inflict handicaps on you - something you..
thought you had cunningly avoiced tnis year. They cajole
you to do your best - when what they mean is - don't let
the side down. Storm clouds of potential disgrace gather
above your head.

- Try & Little Panic

Suadenly you realise that you don't know you know the -
rules properly. Are l_eighton Clup rules different from
those of the civilised world? The papsrwork arrives with -
its threat of {Jmpires and Dispute Procexiures. What have
you agreed to? '

You cross the Baker's relative ofi your Chrisimas card list
.and set sail for Bury St Edmunds. Saintly Eddy may
have met his Maker there but Mr. & Mrs. F., are going to

korica, Diane, Richard and John ﬁghtmg the gaod watch some Ass
" fight at Ickworth

play for E
dignity.

ngiand, St George and their aver-diminishing

in the event it was all rather painiesst

The setiing was magnificent. The jawns were even
rougher than Pages P, and the first warning vou get is
not about offending the dress-code o1 the rules of Cro-
quet - it's about the price of a sandwich in the Nationai
Trust Coffee Shon!

First Blood

My startmg match was with & seasoned player from north
Bedfordshire. | apologised explaining that this was my
first competition. | offered tc ihrow myseif on my sword if
i inadvertently broke some cbscure ruie. - She offered to
invite our Club to play a match against her lot. | played &
foul stroke - she told ime to take it again. | started o relax
and enjoy myself  She beat me. it did not matter be-
cause c!aany this was ali rather more *elaxed that | could
: possibly imagines

Game followed gams. The fire

" alarms went off and those of us not
plaving enjoyed watching Suffolk's
finest firefighters race around the
The ~y
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non-existent flames c"':wd >d round
the lawns untii the all clear was
| sounaed.
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Lunchtime was an opportunity o
octation Croguet on
the batter lawns at the: back of the
house. Question? What's more ex-
cmnq watching snooker on television or watching Assc
ciation Croquet? Answer: The TV because you can get
reaily emoticnally involved in the commercial breaks as
an alternative to watching one person chase balis aroun
for a very long time.

A Winning Streak

After lunch - the pattern was vary much the same. The

N/

opponents were just as friendiy as Defore - even wiieit wia -

started to beat them! Victory was not exactly being
snatched from the jaws of defeat but the Lunderdogs were
starting to bark back,

- By this time it was clear that Richard was doing very wet:

and locked destined for the semi-finals.  Morale among
the aiso-rans was definitely raising its little cneery head!

.. And poised for triuaphis to come that, gentle reader is
where you must wait for Part Il of this thrilfing tale. To be
continued in aur next edifion.. ...
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