
LEIGHTON-LINSLADE CROQUET CLUB 

 

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING Wednesday 22
nd

 February 2012 

At 12.30 pm - Page’s Park pavilion  

 
Committee Members: -David Ball (chairman), Roger Stroud (secretary), Len 

Buckingham (treasurer), Eve Buckingham, John Cundell, Malcolm Kirby, 

John Thorp, Val Jeffers, Tony Stammers 

 

Minutes 
1. Welcome 
David Ball welcomed everyone. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 
Roger had received a note from Val Jeffers saying that she would attend but would be 

late. 

 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 11
th

 January 2012 
John Cundell confirmed that Margaret Brown had been contacted re the fees for 

junior members - £25 for the first year and 50% on-going. 

The minutes were accepted and a copy signed by David Ball. 

 

4. Matters arising & review of Actions (if not included below) 
There were no matters arising. 

 

5. Secretary’s report including correspondence to Club 
5.1 Town Mayor’s Annual Civic Service 

Roger reported that he had received notification of this service from Christine 

Barrow, the Town Mayor’s secretary. It was agreed that Roger will reply to Christine 

indicating that we will say that there will be 6 representatives from our club attending. 

 

6. Treasurer’s report 
Len Buckingham circulated a Balance Sheet showing the balances as at 22

nd
 February 

2012 and confirmed that we will be paying shortly our annual CA membership fees of 

£7.30 per member. 

Len also said that much of our lawn maintenance work will be carried out by the 

Town Council based upon quotes received for which they will be paid and that the 

quotations received from the Town Council are very competitive. 

Also said was that our annual membership fee for the EACF had already been paid. 

The committee expressed thanks to Len for his hard work. 

 

7. Membership Secretary’s Report 
John Cundell spoke on behalf of Judith Cundell, our Membership Secretary. 

John said that last year our club had 58 members + Nigel, an honorary member. 

Since sending out the membership application forms for the 2012 season: - 

36 re-joined and paid already 

John considers that there is about another dozen or so who are likely to send in 

application forms in the near future. 

The committee expressed thanks to Judith and John for their hard work. 

 

 



 

8. Fixture Secretary 
John Thorp said that the following clubs may be interested in a Friendly Match 

against our club: - 

Kenilworth, Ealing, Watford, Stony Stratford, Letchworth & Wingrave. 

John Cundell recommended approaching Roger Nicholl at Watford ASAP. 

John Thorp mentioned that Northampton now have a new Chairman. 

 

9. Matches 
9.1 EACF League 

John Cundell read out the summary points from the note sent out by Chris Howell 

which is attached to these minutes – see Appendix 1 attached. 

In summary John said: - 

a) The handicap league will stay pretty well the same – we will enter two teams. 

b) A level play league is proposed. 

After discussion John Thorp proposed that our club should enter a team in the level 

play league; the proposal was seconded by David Ball and the committee voted in 

favour of this proposal. 

John also referred to a new format being proposed which involved playing with a 

team of six players. John suggested that this would mean that two cars would be 

needed transporting the team to an away game where the current team of four players 

only requires one car. John suggested that we should try out this new format with our 

local clubs to see how it works out on the lawns. 

Regarding which of our members are prepared to play on matches generally, John 

Cundell will put a notice up in the club house for players to indicate matches / 

competitions they would like to take part in for the Selection Committee to action. 

 

10. Diary Dates update 
10.1 Official Opening 

 Roger has arranged for the Mayor and Mayoress to visit our club for the Official 

Opening on 8
th

 April at 2pm 

10.2 Club Champions Tournament at Newport 

In the recent newsletter this was shown as being on April 22
nd

. 

The correct date is April 29
th

 and taking part for our club will be Jean Ball and Roger 

Stroud. 

10.3 Watford B Level Tournament 

John added this to our diary which is on May 14
th

 at Watford. 

10.4 Jubilee Celebrations 

June 4
th

 is ‘Jubilee Monday’. 

Gill Miller from the Town Council contacted David Ball and said that there will be 

festivities in Pages Park on that day. 

David offered to organise for our club to be playing croquet in whites on the day. 

In discussion in our meeting, David also suggested that we also set up a Produce & 

Craft stall and ask our members if they make some Produce & Craft items for this 

stall – John Cundell will include this request in the next newsletter. 

David Ball will be speaking to Gill Miller about the arrangements for the event in 

Pages Park including possible use of the pavilion, and also signs within the park 

pointing to the croquet lawns and craft stalls. 

 

11. Lawns & Equipment 
11.1  Maintenance  

John Cundell said that the lawns have been treated and cut already. 



John also requested purchasing new claws for the scarifier which would cost about 

£30. The committee agreed that he should go ahead and purchase these new 

claws. 
Regarding lawn maintenance during March, John Cundell will speak to Doug 

(member of the Council maintenance staff). John also mentioned that most of the 

moss has gone from the lawns. 

11.2 Lawn 2 

The committee agreed that we should defer using lawn 2 until the end of April to 

allow the new grass to get established and to make this lawn ‘out of bounds’ 

completely until ready to use. 

11.3 Trolleys 

John Thorp has carried out some internet research on trolleys which would be used for 

taking the croquet equipment (hoops etc) to each of the lawns. Following a discussion 

about the choice of trolleys, it was agreed that some members would investigate 

options at a local garden centre. Decision to purchase to be then made by those 

committee members concerned. 

 

12. Clubroom preparation for the new season 
We need to move equipment out of the clubroom into the new container before 

general tidying up of the clubhouse can begin.  

 

13. Pegs 
David Ball raised discussion of this topic regarding choosing who will play with 

whom during our general club play. 

Eve suggested using playing cards instead of pegs – this idea was rejected as it was 

felt that cards would blow away, be lost etc. 

During discussion it was suggested that a problem is that some players, having drawn 

a particular peg, put the peg back in the bag and then forget which peg they had 

drawn. John Cundell suggested that players should clip their peg to their clothing until 

they are going to the lawn to play. 

It was agreed that David Ball would obtain and paint new pegs and make a board and 

John Cundell will produce matching colour artwork for the board. 

 

14. Any other business 
14.1 Recent Council Meeting 

Recently Len Buckingham phoned Pat Kingsnorth regarding a new government 

policy on ‘green spaces’. Pat suggested that Len attend the next Council Meeting on 

this topic - Len went to the meeting and spoke to the Councillors. 

Len said that Councillor Bowater is following it up and will make the appropriate 

response to the government. 

Len made the point that any green spaces selected by the government under this 

scheme will be protected and kept as a green space for 60 years. 

John Cundell & David Ball attended the Leisure & Community services section of the 

same meeting and John read out at our meeting appropriate highlights of the 

document ‘Results of the November Consultation Meetings’ produced by a 

consultancy funded by the Council (see Appendix 2 attached). 

14.2 Clothing 

Val Jeffers enquired about our current position re clothing.  

John Cundell said that there will be an article in the next newsletter. Samples can be 

obtained and a number of members already have shirts and hats. 

 

 

Meeting Closed at 2.08pm. 



APPENDIX 1 
 

To all club Secretaries - Golf Croquet League. – East Anglian Croquet 

Federation 

Golf Croquet Leagues – 2012 

Further to my proposals, sent to clubs in early January, I am having to 

move forwards  quicker than anticipated, with an additional Level Play 

League. Having taken on board the responses I have received from clubs, 

there is an enthusiasm for playing level, along with concerns over the 

number of members available to fulfil the commitments of two leagues. I 

have no wish to exclude any player. Thus: - 

1. The Handicapped League remains in its original format. It should 

encourage new and relatively inexperienced players into 

competition. 

(Handicapped League rules for 2012 are on the EACF web-site) 

2. An additional competition will be the Level Play League. 

This is open to all players regardless of handicaps. 

All players can play in both leagues. 

 

GOLF CROQUET LEVEL PLAY LEAGUE RULES – 2012 
1. There will be 4 players in a team. 

2. All will play level. 

3. No substitutes after a match has started. 

4. No player may represent more than one club in a season. 

5. 13 point games will be played, with a 1 hour time limit. 

6. Teams will play 4 singles games and 2 doubles. 

   ( There is flexibility here, by arrangement, if time/distance travelled, is an issue on the 

     day of the match. ) 

7. A team will be awarded 3 points for a win. 1 for a draw. The club collecting the most 

   points in a season will be declared the competition winners. 

8. Cards must be filled in using the appropriate table. 

9. If a team cancels unilaterally less than 3 clear days before a match, that team forfeits 

   all points. 

10. The League Manager should be informed of results by the host club. 

11. In the event of a dispute the League Manager's decision shall be final. 

 

 

 

It is hoped that many clubs will take part in both leagues. 

In order to inform clubs of match schedules for the coming season, club 

secretaries should indicate their team preferences to me 

cmhowell@waitrose.com  

by FEBRUARY 25th at the latest. 

 

C Howell 02/12 

mailto:cmhowell@waitrose.com


Appendix 2 – Consultancy Report 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


